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Every time you meditate 5 

every time you do a visualization for healing » 

every time you say something for healing the whole planet, 

you are connecting with people who are doing the same thing. 

You are connecting with like-minded people all over the planet. 
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en 1 am m the states, the answer to the question, What are 
you?" is easy to answer because what people want to know is, 
What ethnicity are you? I answer them, I am Chinese, and 
everyone is happy. This easy way of life all ended when I decided 
to study in China during my junior year of college. In China, people 
also asked me the same question: "What are you (ni shi shemme 
ren)?" I would answer them the way that I've always answered 
this question, I am Chinese. But lo and behold!! People were 
not happy with my answer! They'd say, No, you are not Chinese, 
or You don't speak like a Chinese, or You look Chinese but you 
don't act Chinese. When I tell them that I am American, they'd 
laugh and say, No, you don t have blond hair. 

Eventually, I learned the word Overseas Chinese and life was 
simple once again. The implication of having to identify myself as 
Overseas Chinese, however, was much more complex and 
disturbing due to the stereotype of Overseas Chinese as white¬ 
washed individuals who have departed from traditional Chinese 
culture. In many ways, this stereotype made it more difficult for 
Overseas Chinese to travel and live in China than Caucasians. For 

. Dr 

instance, some Chinese Americans had a relatively low level of 
proficiency in Mandarin, and many spoke what we call Chinglish 
with a less than pleasant accent by mainland Chinese standards. 
While the Caucasians, with an equally low level of proficiency, 
were commended for their efforts to learn Mandarin, Overseas ** 
Chinese were reminded constantly of their clumsiness in a language 
that they otherwise should be proficient in. 


appeased, he became more irritated with me for first of all, speaking 
back to him, and secondly, for shattering his assumption that I 
had betrayed my Vietnamese culture. But regardless of what I 
said, he held fast to his belief that I should be ashamed of the fact 
that I was born in Vietnam, but do not speak Vietnamese. There 
is, however, a strange twist to all that I've said about discrimination 
and the stigmatization of Chinese Americans. A Chinese American 
colleague of mine decided to work in Taiwan as an elementary 
school teacher. As she was to find out, her outstanding 
qualifications and recommendations didn't matter. Her Chinese 
features automatically disqualified her for any sort of teaching 
positions. Instead, these schools were ready to hire any one who 
had blond hair irrespective of his/her qualifications (or lack 
thereof). This is a case of systematic and de facto institutionalized 
racial discrimination, is it not? 

So, while overseas Chinese are socially condemned for speaking 
better English than Chinese (for cultural reasons), they are 
discriminated against in this type of job positions for racial reasons. 
In this case, stereotypes superseded professionalism which then 
sadly bred discrimination. I would like to know if anyone can 
define, once and for all, what it means to be Chinese. Obviously, 
being Chinese included more than one s ethnicity to people in 
China because it was not my Chinese features that were questioned, 
but my culture. But are Overseas Chinese cultural betrayers ? If 
so, what is considered Chinese culture? My guess is that if 
anyone wants to define Chinese culture, the task would be never 


Comments like, You are Chinese, but you do not know how to 
speak Chinese, and your Chinese is not good, do nothing for an 
individual struggling with one of the most difficult languages in 
the world. These are statements that reinforce, insistently, Overseas 
Chinese as people who have forsaken their Chinese heritage. As a 
result, overseas Chinese people were, and continue to be, regarded 
as betrayers of their Chinese culture not exactly a fair nor accurate 
preconception. In Vietnam, I encountered the same type of 
confrontation. When I traveled to Vietnam two years ago, I was 
detained under the suspicion that my passport was inauthentic . 
While I waited for them to resolve the problem, one particular 
official started to berate me for not knowing how to speak 
Vietnamese. I very calmly explained to him that I left Vietnam at 
the age of four. Moreover, my parents are Cantonese speaking 
people, so that's the language that I learned. Instead of being 


ending for the notion of Chineseness changes with temporal and 
spatial locationing. It is not a monolithic and static entity like many 
people believe. Stereotypes hide the complexities of our reality, 
and the consequence of this is not only totalizing, but injurious for 
they provide the impetus for discrimination. My multi-culturalism 
is a reminder to me, and the people who come in contact with me, 
that this world and its inhabitants are complex creatures with a lot 
of contradictions and inconsistencies. It is essential that we are 
able to make sense of them without feeling like the world will come 
to an end, and then in desperation, hold on to the common , the 
norm, the status quo. 

u 

Annie Lau - A Chinese American exchange <1 indent 

at the Chinese University of Hong Kong studying economics and politics. 

She has also studied in Beijing and traveled extensively throughout Asia. 
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You don't need to be alone 


Call a friend 


2513 0513 and share our care and support 

* 10^25130513 


mm 1 mm ♦ - ffi»Twai3WHiv«>£ * iamrmmMm 

• HWHSHJPositive Link newsletter 

RpwMm-m • nfmimmw • * am 


Your worries and questions are discreetly and anonymously answered on our AIDS Helpline, 

In the same way, we can arrange an antibody test to determine your HIV status. 

If you are living with HIV/ AIDS you can join our support group and use our Day Centre as well as 
receive our Positive Linkne wletter and PWA Guide Boot We also offer help and advice when and if you 


HONG KONG 
AIDS FOUNDATION 


SSMHINTERNET HOMEPAGE http://wwwaids.org.hk 
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HONG KONG AIDS MEMORIAL 

QUILT PROJECT 

f? ?§ a 1$ l=ii & H i* vifij 


G.P.O. BOX 5083 CENTRAL HONG KONG TEL: 2866 1887 
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The Satsanga. Registration Form 




STame in Eng - 


. ^tt/Age 
_1T£0/Sex 


bfeilfc/Address * (English)_ 


ttS/Tel : (I 


WFf 2 /Pager I 


Annual registration fee HK$100 for Hong Kong or US$20 for other places is required, 
am interested in 

□ Seminars / Forums 

□ Workshops 

□ Professional Counseling 

□ Media Watch & Liaison 

□ Receive Newsletters 

□ Xff/jNffi Working Groups 

□ Social Activities 

□ Jtftfe Others : __ 


Yes! We need donations. 

□ I / We wish to donate $_to The Satsanga 

^ '& ffl. % ^9212 818 0 For donation or registration fee, please make cheque or bank 
draft payable to "The Satsanga" and mail to PO Box 92128 TST Hong Kong. 


tla5 / Signature 
nm /Date._ 


Sexual preference is not an issue for The Satsanga. 
We welcome all to join us! 

m m m m m m « m 

All Information is Strictly Confidential 
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Since Hong Kong has decriminalized the homosexual 
act in 1991, not much has been done the government to 
educate the public in understanding & accepting lesbians 
and gay men. 

Given the existence of widespread hostility toward 
lesbians/gay men among the general public, many 
lesbians/ gay men have difficulty coming out to their 
families, thus, creating much isolation and loneliness. Open 
declaration on one's sexual prefence might also result in 
being fired on the job or deprived of promotion prospect. 

The Satsanga 

Founded in 1993, was registered in 1994 as a 
nonprofit-making organization dedicated to serving 
lesbians and gay men. The organization is funded by 
publfc donations. 


Activities & Services 

Seminar / Forum / Course 

Host seminars and forums for the public. The aim is to 
promote awareness of lesbians / gay issues. Help lesbians/ 
gay men and the public become more aware of the lesbians 
/ gay men's needs & concerns. 

Organize applied psychology courses so as to enhance 
lesbians / gay self-awareness, and promote healthy inti¬ 
mate relationships. 

Professional Counselling Service 

Provide professional counselling on the following issues 
on a limited basis : sexual identity, relationships, family 
and job stress, etc.. 


Aims 

Organize education programs to counter homophobia, 
pressure and stress caused by discrimination m our local 
community. 

Provide counselling services, organize seminars and 
psychology courses. 

Enhance the participation and support of lesbians / gay 
men in local community and other communities. Develop 
a positive self identity and life attitude of lesbians / gay 
men through enhancing participation in social activities and 
volunteer work. 

Provide resources to those who have difficulties in sexual 
identities and relationships. Promote mutual aid among 
v lesbians / gay men. 

^^Phe Satsanga (meaning soul mates in Sanskrit), needs your 
^ support. If you are interested in promoting the work of 
I^The Satsanga or in sponsoring us, we welcome you to make 
a contribution to promote a healthy living environment for 
lesbians / gay men. 


Working Groups 

Involve in organization management, social activities and 
volunteer work. 

Liaison & Media Watch 

Correct misconceptions, unrealistic and unreliable 
information on lesbians / gay men by the media. 

Liaise with the media and provide assistance 
in coverage concerning lesbians/gay issues 
from China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

Satsanga's Newsletter 

Delivery of Satsanga's newsletter 
covering activities as well as other 
general information on lesbians and 
gay men. 



Satsanga iqSM^^/Satsanga Hotline : (852)2314 1921 
fgjS/Fax : (852) 27358881 jlitl/Correspondence Address: PO Box 92128 TST Hong Kong 



